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the justice of his animadversion upon his old acquaintance and pupil1. \ now felt myself much mortified, and began to think that the hope which I had long indulged of obtaining his ac-quaintance was blasted. And, in truth, had not my ardour been uncommonly strong, and my resolution uncommonly persevering, so rough a reception might have deterred me for ever from making any further attempts. Fortunately, however, I remained upon the field not wholly discomfited; and was soon rewarded by hearing some of His conversation, of which I preserved the following short minute, without marking the questions and observations by which it was produced.
' People (he remarked) may be taken in once, who imagine that an authour is greater in private life than other men. Uncommon parts require uncommon opportunities for their exertion.
' In barbarous society, superiority of parts is of real consequence. Great strength or great wisdom is of much value to an individual. But in more polished times there are people to do every'thing for money; and then there are a number of other superiorities, such as those of birth and fortune, and rank, that dissipate men's attention, and leave no extraordinary share of respect for personal and intellectual superiority. This is wisely ordered by Providence, to preserve some equality among man-kind.1
' Sir, this book (The Elements of Criticism'*, which he had
' That this was a momentary sally         - By Henry Home, Lord Kaines,
against Garrick there   can   be   no     3 vols. Edinburgh, 1762.    See fast,
doubt;  for at Johnson's desire he     Oct.   16,   1769.     'Johnson laughed
had,  some  years   before,  given   a     much at Lord Kames's opinion that
benefit-night at his theatre to  this     war was a good thing occasionally,
very person, by which she had got     as so much valour and virtue were
two hundred pounds.    Johnson, in-     exhibited in it.   " A fire," says John-
deed, upon all other occasions, when     son, " might as well be thought a
I was in his company, praised the     good thing;   there   is   the bravery
very liberal charity of Garrick,    I     and address of the firemen employed
once  mentioned to him, ' It is ob-     in extinguishing it;   there is much
served, Sir, that you attack Garrick     humanity exerted in saving the lives
yourself, but will suffer nobody else     and properties of the poor sufferers ;
to do it.'   JOHNSON, (smiling) ' Why,     yet after all this, who can say a fire
Sir,  that is true.'   BOSWELL.    See     is a good thing?"' Johnson's Works,
post,   May 15, 1776, and April 17,     (1787) xi. 209. 1778.
takenn, with all its circumstances, made a strong impression on my mind, and would be registered with peculiar attention.
